
Uniled States Department of State 

Washington, D.C. 20520 

OCT 2 2 2012 

Dear Mr. Chairman: 

Pursuant to your Committee's October 9 request for documents 
related to the September 1 1 attacks in Benghazi, we have identified a second 
tranche of records. 

As we indicated in our 9 October letter regarding the first tranche of 
documents, as well as in the conversations we have had with committee 
staff, many of the documents you have requested, including the documents 
in this second set of materials contain classified and other sensitive 
information, including information about the security of U S diplomatic 
missions overseas, sensitive foreign government information, and personally 
identifiable information. The unauthorized release of this information could 
cause damage to our national security and foreign relations. Mindful of 
these considerations and the Committee's desire to review records at its 
convenience, the Department is making copies of these records available on 
a read-only basis. 

We understand that the Committee has publicly posted a number of 
sensitive documents regarding this matter which it obtained through its own 
sources on its website. We regret that the Department did not have an 
opportunity to review these materials in advance of this public posting For 
the reasons we have previously shared, we ask that the Committee 
reconsider its decision to post sensitive materials. As we continue our on- 
going cooperation with the committee, it is imperative that information that 
is sensitive to U.S. national interests is appropriately protected. 

The Honorable 

Jason Chaffetz, Chairman, 

Subcommittee on National Security, 
Homeland Defense, and Foreign, 

Committee on Oversight and Government Reform, 
House of Representatives. 



cc: The Honorable John F. Tierney 
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We look forward to hearing from you to make arrangements for 
review of the second tranche of documents. In the interim, we continue to 
work diligently to identify, review, and produce records responsive to youi 
request. 




Assistant Secretary 
Legislative Affairs 



